
Written submission from Scottish Renewables 

Introduction 

Scottish Renewables is the voice of the renewable energy industry in Scotland, 

representing around 320 member organisations and dedicated to securing the best 
possible environment for the growth of renewable energy in our country. We are 
working to deliver on the ambition of harnessing Scotland’s abundant natural 
resources to secure a future that will deliver on jobs, investment and energy security, 

while helping mitigate the effects of climate change. 

We have previously responded to the Scottish Government’s consultation on the 
Draft National Marine plan1.  The key points in our consultation response were: 

 We support the implementation of a marine planning regime as required 

under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and believe the development of the 
offshore renewables sectoral plans has been one of the most inclusive, 
transparent and robust planning processes for any marine sector to date. 

 The offshore renewables industry has huge potential to create significant job 

creation and investment opportunities, while contributing to climate change 
mitigation and energy security. 

 However, it is imperative the consenting process for projects which have 

already submitted planning applications is not adversely impacted by the 
development of the new planning regime. 

 Clear integration between the planning regimes offshore and onshore is 
essential. We support the development of overarching objectives to meet the 

Scottish Government’s vision and the use of HLMOs and GES indicators. 

 The General Policies must be consistent with EIA requirements. 

Following this, in 2014 Scottish Renewables wrote to Marine Scotland to raise our 
concerns over ‘Renewables 7: presumption on cables’
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As the draft plan has evolved we are pleased to see that many of our concerns have 
been taken into account, however we feel a need to highlight some areas of 
outstanding concern in the form of written evidence.  

It is clear that the Draft National Marine Plan has gone through a robust process of 

public consultation which we welcome and support.  

Along with responding to the initial consultation we have also engaged with Marine 
Scotland on relevant issues such as Community Benefit.  

In our following comments, we outline our concern over three areas in the draft 

National Marine Plan: adaptive management, community benefit and submarine 
cables.  

                                                             
1 Scottish Renewables’ Draft National Marine Plan Response, accessible via 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/draft-national-marine-plan-response/  
2 Scottish Renewables’ Letter on ‘Renewables 7’ Presumptions on Cables, accessible via, 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/letter-draft-national-marine-plan-renewables-7-pre/  

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/draft-national-marine-plan-response/
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/letter-draft-national-marine-plan-renewables-7-pre/


 

Clarity on Adaptive Management 

GEN 20 states that “Adaptive management practices should take account of new 
data and information in decision making, informing future decisions and future 
iterations of policy”.  

In our original consultation response to the Draft Plan we sought clarity on what was 
meant by ‘adaptive management’ – specifically whether ‘adapting’ to new information 
is considered as part of the formal review process or whether it is considered on an 
ad hoc basis. 

We were clear in our response that ad hoc amendments to the Plan would not be 
supported.  

What ‘adaptive management practices’ look like remains unclear. Similarly, the Draft 
Plan does not specify how data and information would be analysed and by whom. 

How adaption would be considered and implemented is also not discussed.  

Given the crucial stage of the offshore renewables industry in Scotland it is critical 
that there is policy consistency. Clarity on what adaptive management would look 
like in practice would be welcome, and again we stress that ad hoc amendments to 

the Plan in light of new data would create uncertainty resulting in greater risks for 
project development and therefore would not be supported.  

Community Benefit 

GEN 2, on economic benefit, states that “Sustainable development and use which 

provides economic benefit to Scottish communities is encouraged when consistent 
with the objectives and policies of the Plan.” 

RENEWABLES 10 states that “The Scottish Government Good Practice Principles 
for Community Benefits from Offshore Renewable Energy Developments should be 

followed by developers.”  

As regards GEN 2, and was noted in our original response, the definition of 
‘communities’ is unclear. 

Scottish Renewables fed in heavily to the development of Good Practice Principles 

for Community Benefits from Offshore Renewable Energy Developments. In our 
response we stressed the benefits already derived from offshore renewables, and 
the potential future job creation and economic benefits the industry can bring. In our 
response we advocated for a voluntary, non-prescriptive, flexible set of guidelines; 

this is what was created.  

In our Community Benefit response3 and position paper4 we advocate that offshore 
renewable energy developers have the option to make additional Community 

                                                             
3 Scottish Renewables’ Offshore Community Benefit Response, accessible via, 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/community-benefit-response/  

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/community-benefit-response/


Benefits available on a voluntary, case-by-case basis, wherever possible. Similarly 
we welcome the Draft Plan’s acknowledgement of the economic benefits 
surrounding offshore renewables developments.  

However, stating as policy that developers ‘should’ follow the (voluntary and non-
prescriptive) good practice principles is out of place in the National Marine Plan – a 
strategic level planning document. This policy should therefore be removed.  

Submarine Cables  

The previous iteration of the document included in policy ‘Renewables 7’ a 
‘presumption’ that all cables would be buried or rock dumped. This raised significant 
concern over implications on cost, feasibility, grid infrastructure and environmental 
impacts. Scottish Renewables wrote to Marine Scotland arguing that the policy be 

changed5.  

The policy now exists as, “CABLES 2: The following factors will be taken into 
account on a case-by-case basis when reaching decisions regarding submarine 
cable development and activities: 

 Cables should be suitably routed to provide sufficient requirements for 
installation and cable protection. 

 New cables should implement methods to minimise impacts on the 
environment, seabed and other users, where operationally possible and in 

accordance with relevant industry practice. 

 Cables should be buried to maximise protection where there are safety or 
seabed stability risks and to reduce conflict with other marine users and to 

protect the assets and infrastructure. 

 Where burial is demonstrated not to be feasible, cables may be suitably 
protected through recognised and approved measures (such as rock or 
mattress placement or cable armouring) where practicable and cost-effective 

and as risk assessment direct. 

 Consideration of the need to reinstate the seabed, undertake post-lay surveys 
and monitoring and carry out remedial action where required.” 

 We welcome these changes, particularly the policy to treat decisions on 

submarine cables on a case-by-case basis.  

 However, it is unclear how the feasibility of burial is demonstrated. Given the 
significance of submarine cables to offshore developments, further clarity on 
this is required.  

Scottish Renewables continues to support the development of a marine 
planning regime and believes the process to date has been robust, inclusive 
and transparent. As the Plan continues to develop we look forward to seeing 
the committee consider our comments on Adaptive Management, Community 

Benefit and Submarine Cables.  

                                                                                                                                                                                             
4 Scottish Renewables’ Offshore Community Benefit Position Paper, accessible via, 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/media/uploads/scottish_renewables_offshore_renewables_comm
unity_benefit_position_paper.pdf  
5 Scottish Renewables’ Letter on ‘Renewables 7’ Presumptions on Cables, accessible via, 
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/letter-draft-national-marine-plan-renewables-7-pre/ 

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/media/uploads/scottish_renewables_offshore_renewables_community_benefit_position_paper.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/media/uploads/scottish_renewables_offshore_renewables_community_benefit_position_paper.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/publications/letter-draft-national-marine-plan-renewables-7-pre/

